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Module Aims:
To enable students to critically analyse and evaluate the development of social work theory in a
historical, socio-political and philosophical context.




To enable students to critically analyse and evaluate the complexity and diversity of social work
theories and consider their application to contemporary social work practice.

To enable students to critically analyse and evaluate case work methods within a wider theoretical,
philosophical and ideological context.

To develop and foster critical thinking, application and reflection on the nature of understanding social
reality from a variety of theoretical concepts.

Expected Learning Outcomes
Knowledge and Understanding:
At the end of the period of learning, the student will be able to:
1. Compare and contrast the range of social work theories in the context of anti-oppressive
practice.
2. Critically analyse the theories underpinning the development of case work.
3. Locate and examine social work theory in a historical, socio-political and philosophical context.
4. Critically evaluate the relationship between theory & contemporary practice demands.

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes:

Anti-discriminatory and Anti-oppressive practice, analysis and synthesis, skills in working with others,
communication skills, Intervention and evaluation, problem solving skills, critical awareness and
reflection, gathering information.

Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (e.g. examination, oral, coursework, project)
and the weighting of each (%). Details of indicative assessment should also be included.

Assessment - Critically evaluate the historical development of case work and its associated theoretical
underpinnings in the context of anti-oppressive practice and the wider socio-political context and
examine how these theories relate to practice in relation to contemporary demands.

Students on the BA (Hons) Social Work:Qualified Status are permitted two attempts only at the
assessment for this module.

Assessment Learning Type of Weighting Duration | Word count

number outcomes to be assessment (exam) (course work)
met

1 All Essay 100% 3,000

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

Teaching methodologies underpinning this module will include the utilisation of:

Drawing primarily upon constructivist, dialogic, socioculturalist and meta-cognitive teaching
methodologies, this module will extend and build upon prior learning from social work methods during
year 2. A range of small and large group strategies, will be employed to encourage peer learning,
formative assessment processes and feedback, as well as visual, didactic and auditory (transmission)
teaching methodologies which considers differentiation in student learners and learning preferences.




Syllabus outline:

Semester One: What is social work theory and how does this relate to epistemological and ontological
perspectives in the social sciences. Theories underpinning the history and development of casework in
social work. How social work theories and methods change historically. Revisiting paradigms in wider
theoretical (epistemological and ontological) perspectives. Pathologising in Case Work: Alternative
paradigms for practice. Rational technical and practical moral activity social work, Science Vs
Creativity, positivism verses naturalism. Dialectical ways of understanding social reality. Lay theorising
and anti-discriminatory practice, creativity and critical social work practice. Social Work & modernity
(positivism and empiricism), social constructionism, post-modernism, post-structuralism, feminism,
Marxism, ethnography, critical realism, functionalism, radicalism, humanism, narrative theory,
existentialism.

Semester Two: The teaching of this module is brief in semester two based on practice placement
timings and so these three weeks primarily focus upon critically reflecting upon the knowledge gained
during this module and applying this to contemporary practice demands, ethical dilemmas, the social
work role and task and policy/ideological context.
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